
Rutland City Council 

Minutes 

January 6, 2020 

Rutland Town Hall 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Narum. Council Members Erickson, Lysne and 

Mahrer present. Council Member Siemieniewski absent. City Auditor present. 

 

Minutes: Lysne/Mahrer moved approval of the December 2, 2019 minutes as submitted. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Public Comments: David Young stated his propane tank sits on the adjacent lot which he owns but 

which is not on the City map. He pays property taxes on that lot. Half of the street was vacated so he has 

two boulevards to maintain. After some discussion, Mr. Young was encouraged to find the existing 

survey pins or have the lot surveyed. He should petition to close the street and then each property owner 

would get half of that property. 

 

City Elections: The Auditor reported that the City will have six positions on the ballot in the June 2020 

elections: Mayor, two City Council positions (incumbents Delores Lysne and Bert Siemieniewski) and 

three Park Board positions (incumbents Andrea Erickson, Hal Nelson, and Jeff Olson). The City will also 

have the question on the publication of the minutes in the newspaper as is required every four years. 

Candidates for the vacancies can circulate petitions (as of January 1, 2020); the petitions are due to the 

City Auditor not later than 4 p.m. Monday, April 6, 2020. 

 

Agent of Record: The Auditor reported that the ND Insurance Reserve Fund will handle the Fire & 

Tornado policies as a result of recent changes at the State level. The City needs to select an Agent of 

Record to handle the policies. 

 

Lysne/Erickson moved that Waloch-Johnson be named as the exclusive agent of record for the City of 

Rutland insurance needs. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Special Event Permit: Lysne/Erickson moved approval of the Special Event Alcoholic Beverage Permit 

for The Lariat Bar for the February 7, 2020 The LineBenders show at the Hall sponsored by the Rutland 

Community Club. (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Financials: Erickson/Lysne moved approval of the December 2019 financial reports as presented. Motion 

carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Fund Transfer: The Auditor noted that the general fund is in the red with a negative balance of 

$2,917.82. The City may, by Statute, transfer up to 20% of the Enterprise Fund revenues (water, sewer 

and garbage) to the General Fund. Based on the balances of the three funds, a transfer from the water fund 

is recommended. Options are: 20% or $6,319.58; 15% or $4,824.68; 10% or $3,209.79. This is a one-time 

transfer. 

 

Erickson/Mahrer moved the transfer of 15% of the water fund 2019 revenues in the amount of $4,814.68 

to the General Fund. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Bills:  Erickson/Lysne moved approval of payment of bills: 

    

ACH Waste Management of WI-MN 78.29 Hall Garbage 
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ACH Waste Management $1,636.60 Garbage contract 

ACH ND Job Service 3.93 Unemployment Ins Qtr4 

12919 Bert Siemieniewski 277.05 Council pay, Jun-Dec 2019 

12920 Deborah Banish 574.19 December salary 

12921 Delores Lysne 177.05 Council pay, Jun-Dec 2019 

12922 DRN Readitech 141.86 Telephone 

12923 Jacobson Plumbing, Heating, Exc. 2,110.00 Hall furnace work 

12924 Larry Christensen 42.00 Meter reading 

12925 McLaen’s Service 275.20 Bobcat, snowplow repairs 

12926 Michael Mahrer 184.70 Council pay, Jun-Dec 2019 

12927 ND Tax Commissioner 17.00 State withholding payable 

12928 Quill Corporation 54.77 Office supplies 

12929 Rodney Erickson 184.70 Council pay, Jun-Dec 2019 

12930 Roger Pearson 57.26 December salary 

12931 Ronald Narum 966.35 Mayor pay, December hourly 

12932 Rutland Township 506.33 Half Joint Shop utilities/repair 

12933 Sargent County Treasurer 3211.75 City Share of specials 

12934 Sargent County Auditor 749.75 2020 Assessment books 

12935 Southeast Water Users 859.50 286,500 gals. Nov. 2019  

12936 US Treasury 643.36 Form 941 Qtr 4 payable 

12937 US Post Office 70.00 Postcard stamps 

12938 Nardini Fire Equipment 350.00 Annual Hall fire monitoring 

12939 Otter Tail Power Company 1,129.35 Electricity 

12940 US Postmaster 55.00 Roll stamps 

 

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer. Absent – Siemieniewski). 

 

Delinquents: There are eight delinquent accounts at this time.  

 

Auditor’s Report: The Auditor reported that the County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan process includes 

a technical advisory committee (TAC) to guide the development of the plan. All Sargent County cities 

need to be represented on the committee. That will include four or five meetings over the next 16 months. 

After some discussion, the City Auditor will serve as Rutland’s representative on the TAC. 

 

The Auditor noted that in June the City will again appoint its City Engineer and asked for direction on the 

matter. The Council agreed to issue requests for information for prospective engineering firms as there is 

no cost associated with that process. The Council can then review the information and review them in 

May with the intent of appointing/naming the City Engineer in June. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, February 3, 2020  


