
Rutland City Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

January 7, 2019 

Rutland Town Hall 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Ronald Narum; Council Members Erickson, 

Mahrer, and Siemieniewski present; Lysne absent. The City Auditor and City Engineer were also present. 

 

Minutes: Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of the December 3, 2018 minutes. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne). 

 

Dog Complaints: The City Auditor reported that two written complaints were received regarding two 

dogs running loose and barking until 11 p.m. The owners, Joe and Tammy Munch, received a written 

notice of the complaints in accordance with City Ordinances. Follow-up action will be taken to determine 

if the problem has been resolved or if additional steps need to be taken to address the nuisance. 

 

GovPayNet: The City Auditor reported on resident requests for autopay or other ways to pay their utility 

bills. GovPayNet has a system that will include online payment or credit and debit payments at the Hall. 

Individuals still have an option to have an autopay set up directly through their bank. GovPayNet will be 

accessible on the City’s website at no charge to the City; there will be a slight fee for individuals who use 

the system. 

 

Erickson/Mahrer authorized a one-year trial period of GovPayNet as another payment option for 

residents. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne). 

 

Public Comment: Calvin Jacobson informed the City that the water heaters have turn off options for 

times when the hot water is not in demand. The equipment will also need an annual cleaning. 

 

City Lagoon: Terry Eslinger, Moore Engineering, discussed the City lagoon needed repairs.  He 

presented cost estimates to replace existing 6” pipe or install new 12” pipes with options to add concrete 

collars and discharge assemblies. He believes the estimates are high. The timing is good to get the 

preliminary cost estimates done and time to bid out the project in order to start in the spring. 

 

Mahrer/Siemieniewski moved that the City proceed with the project to replace the existing 6” pipes and to 

add concrete collars and discharge assemblies at the Lagoon. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, 

Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne).  

 

Mahrer/Siemieniewski moved that the City hire Moore Engineering on a time and material basis to apply 

for grants for the Emergency Lagoon Repairs 2019-1 at a cost not to exceed $8,300.00. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne). 

 

Resident Claim: The Council discussed the claim to clean up debris and replace sod due to the snow 

plow wing damage on October 11, 2018. Erickson removed the large pieces of asphalt from the property.  

 

Siemieniewski/Erickson moved to deny the claim from Barry Christianson for $100.00. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Siemieniewski. Nay – Mahrer). 

 

Financials: Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of the December 2018 financial reports as 

presented. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne). 
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Bills:  Siemieniewski/Erickson moved approval of payment of bills and directed payment of bills due 

prior to the next meeting: 

 

ACH Waste Management $ 1647.46 Garbage contract 

12671 U.S. Postmaster 140.00 Postcard stamps 

12672 Bert Siemieniewski 277.05 Council, July-Dec 2018 

12673 City of Fargo 14.00 Health water testing 

12674 Deborah Banish 574.19 December 2018 

12675 Delores Lysne 130.87 Council, July-Dec 2018 

12676 Dickey Rural Networks 139.75 Telephone 

12677 Larry Christensen 38.79 Meter reading 

12678 Municipal Finance Officers Assn. 30.00 2019 membership 

12680 ND One Call 2.40 Line locate 

12681 Nelson Electrical Solutions 886.89 Water heater electric hookup 

12682 Nelson Home Center 20.04 Hall interior door supplies 

12683 Rodney Erickson 230.87 Council, July-Dec 2018 

12684 Roger Pearson 57.26 December  

12685 Ronald Narum 752.47 December; Mayor pay 

12686 Rutland Oil Company 599.95 Fuel 

12687 Rutland Township 111.57 Jt. Shop prop taxes, electricity 

12688 Sargent County Teller 63.25 Legals 

12689 Sargent County Treasurer 3211.75 2019 property tax 

12690 Southeast Water Users 1143.30 381,100 gals. Nov. 2018 

12691 Sweeney Controls 2369.88 Water tower repair 

12692 U.S. Treasury 565.96 F941 4th Qtr 

12693 Waste Management 78.35 Hall garbage 

12694 Jacobson Plumbing/Heating/Exc. 323.97 Curb Box & stop install 

 

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Lysne). 

 

Delinquents: There are five delinquents at this time. The City will proceed to Small Claims Court to 

recover costs on one account that has been outstanding for several months. 

 

Mayor Report: Narum reported that the water tower is working. Two more exterior lights on the East 

side will be replaced at the Hall. One LED light was defective and was replaced. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

The next meeting will be February 4, 2019. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 


