
Rutland City Council 

March 2, 2020 

Rutland Town Hall 

 
The public hearing to consider amending the City of Rutland Zoning Ordinance as recommended by the 

Rutland Planning Commission was convened and opened to the public at 5 p.m.  

 

Present: Mayor Narum; Council Members Erickson, Lysne, Mahrer and Siemieniewski; City Auditor. 

 

The City Auditor stated the purpose of the public hearing is to consider the petition of Bill Anderson to 

amend the Rutland Zoning Ordinance by changing the zoning of the property located at SW¼ of 

Section 19 Township 130N Range 54 West of the Principal Meridian, Sargent County, ND, from 

agricultural to a residential District. The property is more fully described as the Kathleen Brakke addition 

to the City of Rutland. The property has been platted as indicated on the map. 

 

The Council questioned the issue of water/sewer lines to that area of the City. If lots are sold for property 

development and building, the City could extend the water/sewer lines to that property (and area) and 

assess the cost of that access to those specific property owners. 

 

It was noted that this was the same option presented to Dennis McLaen when he moved a building onto 

the agricultural land on the West side of town. 

 

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed to the public. 

 

Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of the Kathleen Brakke Addition to the City of Rutland and the 

zoning of said addition as residential as platted.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 5:10 p.m. and the regular meeting was convened. 

 

Minutes: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of the February 3, 2020 minutes as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comments: Nathan and Shawna Bergh inquired about the utility bill at 307 Anthony Street. They 

are purchasing the house on payment of back taxes and outstanding bills.  

 

The City Auditor reported on the outstanding bill. The last payment was received in early August. The 

property received two estimated bills after that date as the City Office was not informed that there was no 

one occupying the premises. In addition, late fees accrued. The bill for water service after the August 

payment was $491.64. The next two months were estimated and since then there have been late fee 

charges added. 

 

Erickson/Mahrer moved to adjust the bill for 307 Anthony Street to $491.64 which is the actual amount 

due for water and sewer services. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Water Tower Thaw: Council Member Erickson contacted Maguire Iron regarding the bill for the 

thawing of the water tower that was needed due to the recent water main break. Maguire miscalculated 

the travel time and also the time spent for thawing out the tower. The $4500 minimum that was agreed to 

is what the City anticipated having to pay. The representative at Maguire is obtaining approval and the 

City will receive a corrected invoice from the company. 
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Arbor Day: The City Auditor reported that the Council needs to adopt the Arbor Day resolution so that 

the City is eligible to apply for grants from the State and National Arbor Day Foundation. The Council 

designated Arbor Day to follow the State Arbor Day celebration which is the first Friday in May. The 

Council may also want to schedule the City-wide clean-up at the same time. 

 

The City-wide clean-up day was scheduled for Saturday, May 2. The City’s municipal waste site will be 

open that day from 1-4 p.m. for residents to dispose of yard waste, branches, white goods and other items. 

 

Erickson/Lysne moved that the City Council adopt the Arbor Day resolution and designate Friday, May 1, 

2020 as Arbor Day in the City of Rutland. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Auditor Bond: Siemieniewski/Mahrer moved approval of the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rutland is covered by a blanket bond by the ND State Bond Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the ND State Bonding Fund provides fidelity coverage for city employees and 

public officials in dealing with the public funds; and 

WHEREAS, the bond is fixed by the city governing body by resolution as outlined in NDCC 

§40-14-03; and 

WHEREAS, at the March 2, 2020 regular meeting of the Rutland City Council the current bond 

limits were reviewed and found necessary to be increased; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Rutland, North 

Dakota, that the Auditor Bond coverage by the State Bonding Fund has been reviewed and found 

necessary to increase to the amount of One-Hundred-Fifty-Thousand-Six-Hundred-Fifteen Dollars 

($150,615.00). Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financials: The City Auditor presented the 2019 year-end financial report as published in The Teller on 

February 28, 2020: 

 

City of Rutland Financial Statement Year Ending 2019 

 
Fund Beg. Balance Revenues Expenses Fund Transfers Ending Balance 

General  $ 2,146.55  $ 75,184.26 $ 80,248.63 $ 4,814.68 $ 1,896.86 

City Share Specials $ 1,507.45  $ 398.19   $ 1,109.26  

Emergency Reserve $ 1,532.68    $ 1,532.68  

Water Fund $ 51,867.53  $ 32,097.89 $ 24,079.09 ($ 4,814.68) $ 55,071.65 

Sewer Fund $ 30,340.16 $ 7,231.82 $ 17,195.60  $ 20,376.38 

Garbage Fund $ 2,647.86 $ 23,980.38 $ 20,552.74  $ 6,075.50 

Emergency Lagoon 0 $ 116,400.00 $ 116,400.00 $100.00 $ 100.00 

Sewer & Lagoon $ 70,017.52 $ 120,600.76 $ 133,498.59 ($ 100.00) $ 57,019.69 

2010 Streets Fund $ 21,004.15 $ 19,333.46 $ 17,726.25  $ 22,611.36 

1994 Streets Savings $ 23,574.51 $ 47.19   $ 23,621.70 

TOTAL ALL FUNDS $204,638.41 $394,875.76 $410,099.09 0 $189,415.08 

 

 

Financials: Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of the February 2020 financial reports as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Bills:  Lysne/Erickson moved approval of payment of bills: 

    

12961 Bobcat of Gwinner    $   59.32 Fuel filter/separator 

12962 CHS Dakota Plains 428.77 Hall propane 

12963 City of Fargo $    14.00 Health water sample 
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12964 Deborah Banish 574.19 February 

12965 Larry Christensen 42.00 Meter reading 

12966 Nardini Fire Equipment 381.05 Hall extinguisher inspection 

12667 ND One Call 1.20 Line Locate 

12668 Otter Tail Power  982.50 Electricity 

12969 Roger Pearson 57.26 February 

12970 Ron Narum 161.61 Hourly February 

12971 Rutland Oil Company 98.67 Diesel nozzle 

12972 Southeast Water Users 975.30 325,100 gals. Jan 2020 

12973 Southside Automotive 1100.28 Snowplow repair, hoses/clamps 

12974 Sweeney Controls 873.00 Water pump repairs 

12975 Sargent County Teller 123.87 Minutes/legals publication 

12976 US Post Office 70.00 Stamps 

12977 DRN 140.03 Telephone 

ACH Waste Management 77.40 Hall garbage 

ACH Waste Management 1622.73 City garbage 

 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Delinquents: There are eight delinquent accounts at this time.  

 

Reports: The Auditor reported that there will be a public meeting on the Sargent County Multi-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan on Tuesday, March 10, at noon at the Sargent County Courthouse Conference Room. 

 

Erickson reported that the City is losing about 12,000 gallons of water a day and the location of the leak 

has not yet been determined. 

 

Mahrer reported that Josh Nelson contacted the driveway company and his driveway is scheduled to be 

milled first this spring. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, March 2, 2020  


