
Rutland City Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2019 

Rutland Town Hall 
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m. by Mayor Ronald Narum; Council Members Erickson, 

Lysne, Mahrer, and Siemieniewski present. The City Auditor and City Attorney were also present. 

 

Minutes: Erickson/Lysne moved approval of the February 4, 2019 minutes as corrected. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent –Mahrer). 

 

Public Comment: Calvin Jacobson informed that Council that the heat exchanger for the Hall kitchen no 

longer works. It was installed in 2009. He suggests waiting until spring to test the air conditioning to 

determine if it is just the heat or the entire system.  

 

Gaming Permit: Erickson/Mahrer moved approval of gaming permit No. 230 for the Sargent Central 

Clay Target League raffle board on March 1, 2019. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Gaming Site Authorization: Mahrer/Erickson moved approval of the gaming site authorization for the 

Rutland Sportsmen’s Club at The Lariat Bar, July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. Motion carried: Aye – 

Erickson, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Nay – none. Abstain – Lysne. 

 

Speed Limit Sign: Lysne reported that she attended the County Commissioner meeting and the County 

has agreed to contributed $1,000 toward the City’s cost for the radar speed signs. The City has received 

$1,000 from the Rutland Community Club and The Lariat Bar will contribute the gaming funds received 

from the Sportsman’s Club. Otter Tail Power may also contribute and the Rutland Sportsman’s Club has 

agreed to pay for one of the radar signs. 

 

Lysne presented a quote from ElanCity for the two radar signs. The Council discussed the information 

from ElanCity and TrafficLogix. The City Auditor will contact TrafficLogix to get another, possibly 

lower, quote for the April meeting when the Council will move on the purchase of the radar signs. 

 

2018 Year-End Financial Report: The City Auditor presented the 2018 year-end financial report as 

published in The Teller on March 1, 2019: 

 

City of Rutland Financial Statement Year Ending 2018 

 
Fund Beg. Balance Revenues Expenses Fund Transfers Ending Balance 

General  $4,550.21  $102,564.13  $104,967.79   $2,146.55  

City Share Specials $1,905.64   $398.19   $1,507.45  

Emergency Reserve $1,449.50  $83.18    $1,532.68  

Water Fund $42,732.78  $32,026.03  $22,891.28   $51,867.53  

Sewer Fund $26,246.42  $6,509.74  $2,416.00   $30,340.16  

Garbage Fund $1,178.99  $22,096.07  $20,627.20   $2,647.86  

Sewer & Lagoon $131,328.83  $23,148.69  $84,460.00   $70,017.52  

2010 Streets Fund $21,225.42  $18,122.48  $18,343.75   $21,004.15  

1994 Streets Savings $23,559.65 $14.86   $23,574.51 

TOTAL ALL FUNDS $254,177.44 $204,565.18 $254,104.21 0 $204,638.41 

 

Financials: Siemieniewski/Erickson moved approval of the February 2019 financials as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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Bills:  Siemieniewski/Erickson moved approval of payment of bills: 

 

ACH Waste Management $ 1628.73 Garbage contract 

12715 City of Fargo 14.00 Health water testing 

12717 Otter Tail Power Company 1138.96 Electricity 

12718 Southeast Water Users 937.50 Jan 2019, 312500 gals. 

12719 WSI 275.25 Workers comp insurance 

12720 AW Diesel 3589.32 Snowplow truck repair 

12721 B Mahrer Construction 2170.00 Snow removal – Jan-Feb 

12722 Deborah Banish 574.19 February 

12723 Dickey Rural Networks 153.25 Telephone 

12724 McLaen’s Service 16.98 Bobcat wiper 

12725 Mitch Mahrer 12.66 Snowplow bolts 

12726 ND Sewage Pump & Lift service 390.16 Annual lift service 

12727 Ronald Narum 1250.16 February 

12728 Rutland Oil Company 115.00 Diesel fuel, grease 

12729 Sargent County Teller 32.54 Legals (minutes) 

12730 U.S. Treasury 31.64 941X – 3rd Qtr 2018 

12731 Waste Management 78.20 Hall Garbage 

12732 Troy Siemieniewski 85.00 Snow removal – City Hall 

    

 SEWER & LAGOON   

175 Moore Engineering 950.00 Project Manager fees 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Delinquents: There are five delinquents at this time.  

 

Mayor Report: Narum reported the City detected a loss of 30,000 gallons of water. The source of the 

water loss has been determined to be 304 Bagley. The propane tank ran out of fuel and the water had been 

turned on without knowledge of the City. The meter was broken in the crawl space and had not been 

repaired since the last large water loss at the property. The City Attorney and City Auditor will work on a 

letter to the owner once all costs are determined. 

 

Snow Removal 

The Council discussed a recent email complaint regarding snow removal along the main business area. It 

is the responsibility of business owners to keep the sidewalks clear at all times; snow should be removed 

the same day. Prior to the next winter, a letter will be sent to property owners to remind them of their 

responsibility to remove snow or the City will have it removed and the cost assessed to their property. 

 

Auditor’s Report: The Auditor presented the Rutland City Audit Report as submitted to the State 

Auditor’s Office for the year ending December 31, 2018. 

 

The Auditor reported that representatives from the Main Street Initiative (Governor’s program) will be 

visiting Rutland on Friday, Mary 29, 2019 starting at 10:30 a.m. with a tour of the City and a meeting 

from 11 a.m. to Noon at the Hall to discuss what makes Rutland unique and how the State Office can help 

Rutland maintain a healthy vibrant community. A similar group visited in Forman, Milnor and Hankinson 

last year and they hope to get Rutland involved in the Initiative.  
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Tree Trimming 

The Council discussed the need for tree trimming on Dakota and First Street to alleviate traffic visibility 

issues at the intersection.  

 

The City Auditor informed the Council that a grant application will be submitted to the ND Forest Service 

for a Community Forestry Grant Program to help with costs for tree trimming and planting in 2019. 

Rutland would be eligible for a minimum grant of $2,000 as a Tree City USA city. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 

The next meeting will be April 1, 2019. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 


