
 

Rutland City Council 

Minutes 

April 6, 2020 

Rutland Town Hall 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Narum. Council Members Erickson, Lysne, and 

Siemieniewski present; Mahrer absent. City Auditor present. 

 

Minutes: Erickson/Lysne moved approval of the March 2, 2020 minutes as presented. Motion carried 

(Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Mahrer). 

 

Public Comments: Bill Anderson stated that the Lariat Bar should be open now for take-out service. He 

asked the Council to consider granting an off-sale license for Nathan & Shawna Bergh so they can fill the 

void when they open the General Store. 

 

Traffic Signs: Council Member Erickson reported that the new speed signs will be installed this spring.  

 

COVID-19 Emergency Declaration: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved that the City Council adopt the 

Emergency Declaration as a proactive measure for the City of Rutland. 

 

WHEREAS, COVID is a severe respiratory illness, caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, a new strain of 

coronavirus that is spread from person to person, posing a threat to the health and safety of the residents of 

North Dakota; and 

 

WHEREAS, no drug or vaccine is currently available to treat or prevent COVID-19: and 

 

WHEREAS, as of March 13, 2020, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates there 

are more than 132,000 confirmed cases in 123 countries worldwide and more than 1600 confirmed cases 

in the united states; and  

 

WHEREAS, United States Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar declared a 

nation public health emergency for COVID-19 on January 27th 2020; and  

 

WHEREAS, The World Health Organization declared COVID -19 a global pandemic on March 11, 2020; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump issued a declaration of national emergency due 

to the growing COVID-19 crisis in the United States; and  

 

WHEREAS, the North Dakota Department of Health activated its Emergency Operations Center in January 

2020 and has been actively coordinating and in communication with health care providers, schools, 

universities, childcare providers, business, churches and the general public to make sure North Dakotans 

are educated and as prepared as possible to assist in reducing the spread of COVID -19; and  

 

WHEREAS, proactively implemented preparedness containment and mitigation measures to slow the 

transmission and reduce the impact of the virus is in the best interest of North Dakotans and thus the city 

of Rutland and its citizens; and  
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rutland, 

N.D.C.C. § 37-17.1-10, and N.D.C.C. § 40-05-01, the Mayor of the City of Rutland does hereby declare an 

emergency in the response to the public health crisis resulting from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), to 

recover from the situation, reduce hardship, and initiate the appropriate relief actions and mitigation 

measures by departments and agencies of local government to limit the hardships and impact of this 

emergency upon the citizens of Rutland. 

 

Motion carried: Aye – Lysne, Siemieniewski. Nay – Erickson. Absent – Mahrer. 

 

Tree Grant Application: The Auditor reported that the deadline for ND Forestry Service matching grants 

is April 20. She met with Mary O’Neill from NDFS to identify trees that need to be removed or pruned. 

Ms. O’Neill stated the City should remove additional trees this year before planting new trees. 

 

Sump Pumps:  Erickson said that residents need to be reminded to drain sump pumps into their yards or 

the street and not into the City sewer. 

 

Financials: Erickson/Lysne moved approval of the March 2020 financial reports as presented. Motion 

carried (Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Mahrer). 

 

Bills:  Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of payment of bills: 

 

 Emergency Lagoon Checking   

 DL Barkie Construction $23,270.00 Construction 

    

 General Fund   

12978 Otter Tail Power $ 991.52 Utilities 

12982 Bobcat 204.01 Tires 

12983 City of Fargo  14.00 Health water sample 

ACH DRN Readitech 58.57 Telephone 

12984 Dakotah Paper 251.60 Janitorial & paper supplies 

12985 Deborah Banish 574.19 March 

ACH ND Job Service 4.54 Workers comp 

12996 ND State Tax Commissioner 17.00 State Qtr 1 withholding 

12991 Quill Corp. 217.97 Office & janitorial supplies 

12992 Riteway Business Forms 124.48 Utility billing forms 

12995 SE Water 1445.70 Feb. 481,900 gals 

12997 Sweeney Controls 4750.00 Remote system 

12999 US Treasury 1046.02 Form 941 Qtr 1 

13000 Vining Oil & Gas 422.02 Hall propane 

12993 Roger Pearson 57.26 March 

12988 Larry Christensen 42.00 Meter reading 

12986 Grotberg Electric 134.00 Water pump repair 

12987 Jacobson Plumbing, Htg. 7288.76 Backhoe/labor water break 

12989 McLaen’s Service 52.45 Bobcat tire repairs 

12990 ND One Call .65 Line locate 

12998 Sargent County Teller 101.76 Minutes publication 

ACH Waste Management 76.04 Hall garbage 

ACH Waste Management 1612.87 City garbage 

1299 Ron Narum 169.80 March 
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 Sewer & Lagoon Checking   

 Lake Agassiz Regional Council $ 4838.40 CDBG contract compliance 

 

Motion carried (Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Mahrer). 

 

Delinquents: There are four delinquent accounts at this time.  

 

Mayor’s Report:  Narum stated that residents need to get their Census reports submitted as soon as 

possible. It is important as the population count determines the level of funding that comes to the City 

which helps to keep the property taxes lower. 

 

City Hall will be closed to the public as a result of the COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

Siemieniewski/Erickson moved that the meeting be adjourned at 5:50 pm. Motion carried (Erickson, 

Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Mahrer). 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Michael Mahrer, Acting Mayor 

 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, May 4, 2020  


