
Rutland City Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

June 3, 2019 

Rutland Town Hall 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Ronald Narum; Council Members Erickson, 

Lysne and Siemieniewski present; Council Member Mahrer absent. The City Auditor, City Attorney and 

City Engineer were also present. 

 

Minutes: Siemieniewski/Erickson moved approval of the May 6, 2019 minutes as submitted. Motion 

carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

City Attorney: City Attorney LeeAnn Even presented a draft letter to Keith Hass for the water break at 

his property at 304 Bagley Street. She discussed the issues that the City could consider including penalties 

from a criminal aspect in addition to the cost of the water overage. The water was originally shut off in 

March 2017 due to a similar leak. There has been no billing for any water usage since 2017 because the 

City believed the water was off. At some point the property was illegally connected to the City water by 

bypassing the City’s water shut off valve and the City is uncertain when the bypass occurred. 

 

Erickson/Lysne moved that the City Attorney send the letter to Mr. Hass to recover costs for the 30,000 

gallons of water at $200.34, replacement of the meter at an estimated cost of $200.00, and recovery of the 

past 24 months of utilities at the minimum cost of $65.84/month or $1,580.16 for a total recovery of 

$1,980.50. Further that the City waive the $250.00 hookup fee, late fees and penalties and forego possible 

civil or criminal penalties provided that payment is received in a timely manner. Motion carried on roll 

call vote: Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski, Narum. Nay – none. Absent – Mahrer. 

 

Community Service Workers: Lysne reported that she has had community service workers paint the 

benches and power wash the Pioneer House. They will be painting the building. In addition, they will 

weed whack and spray weeds around the towers. Erickson stated that any spraying needs to done by a 

licensed and insured applicator so they cannot do the weed spraying. 

 

Emergency Lagoon Repair Project: Tracy Eslinger from Moore Engineering discussed the project 

manual, bid sheets that need to be finished to advertise the project and solicit bids. The project needs to be 

publicized with 21 days to respond. The bid opening would be July 9, 11 a.m. at Rutland City Hall. The 

Council would need a meeting on July 9, 10, or 11 to accept and award the bid. 

 

Erickson/Siemieniewski moved to accept the Emergency Lagoon Repair Project 2019-1 project manual 

and documents as modified. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Erickson/Siemieniewski authorized the City Auditor to advertise for bids for the Emergency Lagoon 

Repair Project 2019-1. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

The Council discussed the buildings risk insurance provisions of the project. The City Attorney said the 

builders risk insurance should be the responsibility of the builder; not the City. 

 

Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of $1400/day liquid damages if the project is not completed on 

time. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 
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Hall Door: Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of a new insulated door and frame for the Northeast 

exit from the Hall to the alley and the rekeying of the other doors so that only one access key is needed 

for any entry door. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Equipment: Mayor Narum reported that the City has received and insured the new Bobcat. 

 

Financials: Siemieniewski/Erickson moved approval of the May 2019 financials as presented. Motion 

carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Bills:  Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of payment of bills: 

 

ACH Waste Management $1648.47 Garbage contract 

12770 Menard’s Fargo 74.86 Paint, stain, supplies 

12771 City of Fargo 14.00 Health water sample testing 

12772 Deborah Banish 574.19 April 2019 

12773 Dickey Rural Networks 144.78 Telephone 

12774 John Deere Financial 160.09 Mower repair 

12775 Michael Mahrer 20.00 Pellet application 

12776 McLaen’s Service 453.28  

12777 Municipal Govt Academy 30.00 Webinar 

12778 Nardini Fire Equipment 168.25 Shop inspection 

12779 Otter Tail Power Company 872.69 Electricity 

12780 Quill Corporation 63.99 Janitorial supplies 

12781 Richland Co. Sheriff 28.00 Small claims service 

12782 Riteway Business Forms 122.89 Utility bill forms 

12783 Roger Pearson 73.88 May 

12784 Ronald Narum 909.09 May 

12785 SE Water Users 1110.00 April: 370,000 gals. 

12786 Troy Siemieniewski 20.00 Hall roof snow removal 

12787 U.S. Post Office 125.00 Stamps 

12788 Waste Management  78.72 Hall garbage 

12789 Bert Siemieniewski 184.00 Wet-vac 

12790 ND One Call 3.60 Line locate 

12791 Sargent County Teller 94.96 Apr-May legals 

    

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Delinquents: There are eight delinquent accounts at this time. 

 

The City Auditor reported that a special event liquor license had been issued to The Black Pelican for the 

wedding reception and dance held on June 1 at City Hall. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. The next meeting will be Monday, 

July 1, 2019 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 


