
Rutland City Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

August 5, 2019 

Rutland Town Hall 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Ronald Narum; Council Members Lysne, Mahrer 

and Siemieniewski present; Erickson absent. The City Auditor was also present. 

 

Minutes: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of the July 1 and July 11, 2019 minutes as submitted. 

Motion carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Erickson). 

 

Emergency Lagoon Repair Project: The preconstruction meeting will be held Wednesday, August 14, 

at 1:00 p.m. in City Hall. The meeting is open to the public. Information will be provided at the meeting. 

 

Radar Speed Signs: The signs and posts have been delivered. Underground wires need to be marked 

before installation. Mahrer said the current blinking light signs may be moved to Cooper Street for 

east/west traffic. 

 

Lariat Bar Beer & Liquor License: Payment for the renewal was made however the item was missed on 

the July agenda. 

 

Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of the beer and liquor license for The Lariat Bar and Grill for 

July 1 through December 31, 2019. Motion carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – 

Erickson). 

 

Gaming Permit: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of Gaming permit No. 231 for the Wild Rice 

Antique Tractor & Plowing Association raffle to be held on Sunday, October 6, 2019, at Uffda Day. 

Motion carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Erickson). 

 

Sargent County Emergency Management: Lysne/Siemieniewski moved that the City Council adopt the 

resolution for participation with the Sargent County Emergency Management Agency: 

WHEREAS, the 49th Legislative Assembly passed the “North Dakota Disaster Act of 1985: 

(NDCC 37-17.1) enacting an emergency management law embodying all aspects of disaster/emergency 

preparedness for all types of hazards which could seriously affect this city; and 

WHEREAS, the law mandated the formation of local disaster organizations responsible to 

provide effective response and recovery capabilities to reduce the loss of life and property of our citizens 

from the effects of disaster or emergency; and  

WHEREAS, the law provides that each county shall maintain an emergency management 

organization that serves the entire county, and each city shall provide an emergency management 

organization of its own, or it shall participate in the county wide emergency management organization; 

and  

WHEREAS, the State Law requires the cities and counties to notify the North Dakota Department 

of Emergency Management of the manner in which their jurisdiction is securing an emergency 

management capability, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Rutland will be a participant in the 

Sargent County Emergency Management Agency. Motion carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. 

Absent – Erickson). 

 



Rutland City Council August 5, 2019      Page 2 

2020 Preliminary Budget: The City Auditor presented a preliminary 2020 budget for consideration. The 

preliminary budget is due to the County Auditor before August 10. A hearing must be scheduled between 

September 7 and October 7 and the final budget adopted and submitted by October 10th.  

 

Bill Anderson addressed the Council about sidewalk repair and replacement needs on Main Street. The 

Council noted that the City attempted to obtain Transportation Alternative Program grant funds for repair 

and replacement but was never awarded funds. The option is funding through special assessments for 

larger projects that cannot be accomplished with the general fund budget. 

 

The Council reviewed the expenses for 2020 and raised the budget for building and grounds/upkeep to 

$20,000. 

 

Siemieniewski/Lysne moved to approve the 2020 preliminary budget as modified and to hold a public 

hearing on the budget on September 9, 2019, with the final approval on October 7, 2019. Motion carried 

(Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Erickson). 

 

Health Ordinances – First Reading: The Council reviewed the proposed Ordinances and clarified that 

garbage burning does not include wood. The term “wood” will be removed from the definitions on page 

three. 

 

Financials:  Mahrer/Siemieniewski moved approval of the July 2019 financials as presented. Motion 

carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Erickson). 

 

Bills:  The City Auditor reported that the City received a bill for mowing the overgrown lawn at 206 2nd 

Street. A letter will be sent to the property owner to collect the full amount and if it is not paid by August 

20th, the amount will be assessed to the property. 

 

Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of payment of bills: 

 

Sewer and Lagoon Checking Account: 

189 Even Law Office 340.00 Lagoon project 

190 Sargent County Teller 314.74 Legal ad for bids 

    

General Checking Account: 

ACH Waste Management $1637.60 Garbage contract 

12816 City of Fargo 14.00 Health water samples 

12817 Deborah Banish 574.19 July  

12818 Dickey Rural Networks 144.10 Telephone 

12819 Even Law Office 234.05 Hass letter 

12820 Forman Lumber & Fireworks 204.93 Paint and supplies 

12821 Jacobson Plumbing, Heating 486.61 Curb stop install 

12822 John Deere Financial 73.83 Mower parts 

12823 Kurt Breker 90.00 Tree cutting/stump grinding 

12824 Larry Christensen 42.00 August water meter read 

12825 Michael Mahrer 27.70 Pest control application 

12826 Mid-States Wireless 11724.00 Radar street signs 

12827 ND League of Cities 321.00 2020 membership 

12838 ND One Call 4.90 Line locate 

12839 Otter Tail Power Company 806.44 Electricity 

12840 Roger Pearson 57.26 July salary 

12831 Ronald Narum 878.70 July wages 
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12832 Sargent County Teller 179.59 Minutes, weed notice, CCR 

12833 Southeast Water Users 861.00 June 287,000 gal. water 

12834 US Postmaster 70.00 Postcard stamp rolls 

12835 Waste Management of WI-MN 78.15 Hall garbage 

12836 Brad Siemieniewski 260.00 Mowing 

 

Motion carried (Aye – Lysne, Mahrer, Siemieniewski. Absent – Erickson). 

 

Delinquents: There are fourteen delinquent accounts at this time: One account has received a Court 

Judgment and wage garnishment steps will begin and another has agreed to installment payments that are 

being received timely. 

 

The Council directed that one account be turned off and assessed if not paid by August 20, 2019. 

 

Auditor’s Report: The Nelsons received the letter regarding construction of a deck without obtaining a 

building permit and have paid for the permit. They had not planned to enlarge the deck originally which 

would not have required a permit. The Nelsons are requesting a waiver of the $100 penalty fee. 

 

The Council discussed the property improvements made by the Nelsons on their property. It was noted 

that the blacktop driveway still needs to be milled for drainage. Sidewalks area should not be blacktop. 

The penalty fee applies to the deck and will not be waived. 

 

There being no further business, at 6:05 p.m. the meeting adjourned. 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, September 9, 2019 and will begin with the budget public hearing.  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 


