
Rutland City Council  

October 5, 2020 
 

The regular Rutland City Council meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. at Rutland City Hall by Mayor 

Michael Mahrer. Council Members Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski present; City Auditor present. 

Council Member Corry absent. 

 

Minutes: Erickson/Siemieniewski moved approval of the September 14, 2020 minutes. Motion carried 

(Lysne absent).  

 

Public Comments: David Young informed the Council that three dead cottonwood trees behind his lot, 

which are on City property, were cut down last month. He asked the company that was doing the City tree 

removal to cut them down; he informed the company that they were on City property. Young has already 

paid the bill and is submitting it to the City. 

 

Council Members informed Mr. Young that at the meeting last fall the issue of the property line was 

discussed and the agreement was that the lot would be measured to determine if it is City property or 

private property. If it is City property, Young had no authority to have the trees cut down. There is still 

the matter of removing the dead trees before winter.  

 

Erickson/Lysne moved approval to reimburse David Young $200.00 for the cost to cut the trees down. 

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry). 

 

The City will remove the tree trees out of the area. The additional cost will be included in the State 

Forestry matching grant request. Volunteer hours for the cleanup will need to be included. 

 

Public Works Position: There has been one inquiry on the position and additional information on the 

position was provided. The Mayor will be informed if there are any interested individuals. 

 

Job Development Authority: The JDA is still seeking a representative from the small cities under 500.  

 

City Engineer: Mike Bassingthwaite, Interstate Engineering, discussed SRF funding applications that are 

due this week. Two projects have been included in the past: water tower replacement and a water looping 

project (to improve water pressure). The City may want to have a larger project to replace several valves 

and water mains as one project. 

 

NLC Culvert: The North/South culvert in the Church parking lot needs work. It has been determined that 

is the responsibility of NLC and not the City. 

 

Fund Transfer: In September 2019, the Emergency Lagoon project engineer fees were paid from the 

General Sewer Fund rather than the Sewer/Lagoon Fund due to cash flow. The City had not yet received 

the CDBG or Governor’s grant funding. The amount allocated from the Sewer Fund was $14,001.96. 

 

Erickson/Siemieniewski authorized a transfer from the Sewer & Lagoon Fund (700 account) to the Sewer 

Fund (502 account) in the amount of $14,001.96 to restore the funds allocated in 2019 for the Emergency 

Lagoon Project. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry). 

 

Liquor License: Erickson/Lysne moved approval of a beer and liquor license for Michelle Denault, 

doing business as The Lariat Bar, for the period October 1 through December 31, 2020. Motion carried 

(Aye – Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry). 
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Special Liquor License: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of a special event liquor license for The 

Lariat Board for a wedding reception at City Hall on Saturday, October 17, 2020. Motion carried (Aye – 

Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry). 

 

Financials: Lysne/Erickson moved approval of the September 2020 financial reports as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Bills:  Erickson/Lysne moved approval of payment of bills: 

 
ACH DRN READITECH $146.65 Telephone 

ACH WASTE MANAGEMENT $1,574.42 Garbage Contract 

ACH  WASTE MANAGEMENT $75.08 Hall Garbage 

ACH ND STATE TREASURER 6.00 3RD Qtr State Tax 

ACH ND JOB SERVICE $14.00 3RD Qtr Unemployment Tax 

13084 CITY OF FARGO $14.00 Health water sample 

13085 DEBORAH BANISH $831.15 September 

13086 FERGUSON WATERWORKS $669.74 Meters & readers 

13807 GERALD LEINEN $683.06 September 

13096 LARRY CHRISTENSEN $42.00 Meter reading 

13088 LOGAN WYUM $546.00 July & August mowing 

13089 ND ONE CALL $1.20 line locate 

13090 OTTER TAIL POWER $832.18 Electricity 

13091 QUILL $270.15 Office & Janitorial supplies 

13092 ROGER PEARSON $116.36 September 

13093 SARGENT COUNTY TELLER $70.12 Minutes & job adv. 

13097 SE WATER USERS $1,101.71 367,238 gals. August 

13094 US TREASURY $653.55 3rd Qtr Form 941 

13083 USPO $70.00 Postcard stamps 

13098 DAVID YOUNG $200.00 Trees removed 

  

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, and Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry). 

 

Delinquents: There is only one delinquent account at this time. If the balance is not paid by October 22, 

the amount will be certified as a special assessment against the property by November 1. 

 

Auditor Report: The Auditor reported receiving three building permit applications: Jacobson for a 

cement slab/garage, Maloney to demolish one building on First Street, and to move a shed from 1st Street 

to 210 Gay Street. 

 

Mayor’s Report:  Mahrer reported that the contract broadcast grass seed out at the Lagoon but is had not 

been worked in; it may be needed again. The contractor is planned to work on the concrete pads and 

adjust the gate valve boxes this week. The Engineer will be out again soon to inspect for final completion 

before final payment is made. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Michael Mahrer, Mayor 

 

The next regular meeting is Monday, November 2, 2020.  


