
Rutland City Council 

Minutes 

December 2, 2019 

Rutland Town Hall 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Narum. Council Members Erickson, Lysne and 

Siemieniewski present. Council Member Mahrer absent. City Auditor present. 

 

Minutes: Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of the November 4, 2019 minutes as submitted. Motion 

carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Public Comments: Gretchen Vann asked why the water was not turned off at 307 Anthony before the 

bill was so high. Lysne said that Liz Fulin was making payments until she left town. Vann said her 

attorney is attempting to local her and serve papers on Ms. Fulin for breaking the Contract for Deed. 

 

David Young asked about the tree removal done by the City and why the tree behind his lot was not 

removed. Lysne said the trees were selected with help from the ND Forestry Representative. The City is 

applying for additional grant funds for tree planting and/or removal; the trees can be examined in the 

spring. 

 

David Young stated that his property extends another 25 feet account to a 1932 survey; it doesn’t show up 

on the City maps. It was noted that the property is unplatted and does not appear on the map; however, the 

property is in his name and assessed accordingly. 

 

Bill Anderson informed that Council that he is having some property plotted so that it can be subdivided. 

Interstate Engineering is doing the plat and will try to have it ready by the end of the month. It would be 

suitable for mobile home lots in the City. The information will be submitted to the City for the Zoning 

Commission and City Council approval in 2020. 

 

Gretchen Vann asked if the store and café reopen if the property would again qualify for the property tax 

break. The City Auditor stated that may be possible but options will need to be verified with the County; 

any information will be forwarded to Ms. Vann or Ms. Bergh.  

 

Beer and Wine License Request: Ms. Vann informed the Council that Shawna Bergh is interested in 

purchasing the Rutland General Store and Café and would like to serve wine and beer for special events. 

 

Narum informed Ms. Vann that the Council set a policy when the Brakke family owned the bar that only 

one liquor license would be issued in the City. The City is not big enough to sustain more than one 

licensed establishment. Special event permits would be possible. 

 

Beer and Liquor License: Lysne/Siemieniewski moved that approval of the beer and liquor license for 

The Lariat Bar for the January 1 through June 30, 2020.  Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, 

Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Sargent County JDA:  Lysne/Siemieniewski moved that the Rutland City Council nominate Ron Narum 

for another three-year term on the Sargent County Job Development Authority representing Rutland, 

Havana, Cogswell and Cayuga. Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – 

Mahrer). 
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Snow Removal: The Council discussed the recent snow removal that resulted in the USPO exterior 

mailbox being damaged. Siemieniewski noted the box was just replaced last year by the USPO at a cost 

of $700.00. That sidewalk is not the City’s responsibility but it is nice that Narum gets it cleaned.  

 

The Council reiterated that the City is not responsible for snow removal on non-City property. That 

includes the Rutland Oil lot with the gas pumps. 

 

Financials: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of the November 2019 financial reports as presented. 

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Bills:  Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of payment of bills: 

 Sewer & Lagoon Fund   

ACH Sargent County Bank 15.00 Loan wire fee 

195 Ohnstad Twichell $ 1,800.00 Bond Counsel 

196 DL Barkie Construction 27,200.15 Payment Request #1 

197 Moore Engineering $ 8,340.00 Project Rep, drawings, etc. 

198 Lake Agassiz Regional Council 5,040.00 Contract monitoring 

    

 General Fund   

ACH Waste Management $    78.29 Hall garbage 

ACH Waste Management 1638.60 Garbage contract 

12899 Banyon Data Systems 1590.00 Software support 

12900 City of Fargo 14.00 Health water sample test 

12901 Deborah Banish 574.19 November salary 

12902 DRN Readitech 141.39 Telephone 

12903 Larry Christensen 42.00 Meter reading 

12904 Otter Tail Power Company 959.40 Electricity 

12905 Roger Pearson 57.26 October salary 

12906 Ron Narum 195.47 October pay 

12907 Southeast Water Users 890.70 Oct. water 296,900 gals. 

12908 Sargent County Teller 120.68 Legals 

12909 U-Line 492.86 Dehumidifier & Fans 

12910 Computer Express 125.00 Computer troubleshooting 

12911 ND Rural Water Systems Association 245.00 2020 membership 

12912 ND Water Users Association 100.00 2020 membership 

12913 Rutland Oil Company 732.50 Fuel and oil 

12914 Kurt Breker 450.00 Tree grinding 

12915 ND League of Cities 50.00 Grantfinder 

12916 Otter Tail Power Company 1412.96 December electricity 

12917 City of Fargo 14.00 Dec. health water samples 

12918 Rutland Oil Company 62.50 Gasoline 

ACH Rutland Park Board 2990.73 Fund transfer pass through 

    

Motion carried (Aye – Erickson, Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Mahrer). 

 

Delinquents: There are thirteen delinquent accounts at this time: One account is proceeding with wage 

garnishment.  

 

Auditor’s Report: The deadline for the Tree City USA certification application is December 31, 2019. 

The application is in process. 
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The Tree City USA grant paperwork will be submitted early in 2020 once all bills and volunteer hours are 

available. The grant was for up to $3,000 so that will be received in 2020. The City is eligible to apply for 

another  

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Ronald Narum, Mayor 

 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, December 2, 2019.  


